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her religious zeal too often took the form of bigotry and
intolerance, and, as was the case with Frederick too, her
love of power and influence led her to exercise an in-
quisitorial scrutiny over the private affairs of her subjects.
As yet, however, these faults were not apparent. In all
respects she was a worthy antagonist for the great
Frederick, her almost lifelong foe. It is said that at one
time he wished to marry her; but, apart from the
difference of religion, the pride of the Austrian Court
and the predilection of Maria Theresa herself for Francis
of Lorraine were insuperable objections to a marriage
which would have altered the whole course of German
and European history.
Charles was hardly dead before the validity of the
Pragmatic Sanction was contested. A Bavarian envoy
was already on the road to Vienna when the tidings of
his decease reached Munich. The envoy had been de-
spatched on the 2 ist, in anticipation of the event, to pro-
test against the accession of Maria Theresa in the name
of Charles Albert, Elector of Bavaria, and to assert the
Bavarian claims to a large portion of the The cjaims
Austrian dominions. The elector was de- of Bavaria.
scended from the Archduchess Anne, eldest daughter of
the Emperor Ferdinand L, who died in 1564, and his
claims rested on the will of Ferdinand, of which there
was a copy at Munich. The elector maintained that
Ferdinand had settled his dominions on his daughter
Anne and her descendants in the event of failure of his
own heirs male, and the Bavarian ambassador at Vienna
was instructed to demand the production of the will.
The will was produced, and to the ambassador's amaze-
ment was found to contain the words c lawfully begotten
(eheliche) descendants' instead of 'male (mannliche)
descendants.3 Whether the copy was incorrect or the
will itself had. been tampered with nobody knows, but it

